
Name Jim Thorpe’s Path
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396 Comprehension 

Fact and Opinion
� r� "�fact is a statement that can be proved true or false. 

� r� "O�opinion is a statement that tells what someone thinks, feels, or believes.

� r� :PV�DBO�FWBMVBUF�BO�PQJOJPO�CZ�BTLJOH�ZPVSTFMG�JG�UIF�TUBUFNFOU�JT�WBMJE�PS�GBVMUZ�

� r� "�TJOHMF�TFOUFODF�NJHIU�DPOUBJO�CPUI�B�TUBUFNFOU�PG�GBDU�BOE�B�TUBUFNFOU�PG�PQJOJPO�

Directions Read the following passage. Then complete the table below.

Jim Thorpe was once called the greatest 
athlete in the world. He excelled in 

many sports and won many awards and 
honors. For some, Jim Brown was the 
greatest athlete. One of the best football 
players, Brown was also an All-American 
lacrosse player. He excelled in baseball 
and could have been a professional boxer.

Wilt “The Stilt” Chamberlain was 
the most dominant basketball player 
ever. He once scored 100 points in a 
game! Chamberlain was also a track 
star. Although many have called Wilt the 
greatest college basketball player ever, no 
one knows who is really “The Greatest.”

Statement Can it be proved 
true or false?

Fact? Opinion? 
Both?

Jim Thorpe won many awards and honors. 1. 2.

Wilt “The Stilt” Chamberlain was the most dominant 
basketball player ever.

3. 4.

5. The first part can 
be proved true or 
false, but not the 
second part.

Contains both fact 
and opinion

Home Activity� :PVS�DIJME�JEFOUJGJFE�TUBUFNFOUT�PG�GBDU�BOE�PQJOJPO�JO�B�OPOGJDUJPO�QBTTBHF��8JUI�ZPVS�DIJME
�
EJTDVTT�QFPQMF�XIPTF�BCJMJUJFT�BSF�JOTQJSJOH��"T�ZPV�UBML
�BTL�ZPVS�DIJME�XIFUIFS�DFSUBJO�TUBUFNFOUT�BSF�GBDUT�
or opinions.
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Jim Thorpe’s Path

Writing t Critical Review
Key Features of Critical Review

r� UFMMT�XIBU�B�CPPL�JT�BCPVU

r�EJTDVTTFT�UIF�CPPL�T�UIFNF�PS�NFTTBHF

r�HJWFT�BO�PQJOJPO
�PS�DMBJN
�BCPVU�UIF�CPPL�BOE�EFWFMPQT�BO�BSHVNFOU�CZ�VTJOH�FWJEFODF�
BOE�SFBTPOT�UP�TVQQPSU�UIF�DMBJN

In Nothing but Trouble: The Story of 
Althea Gibson, Sue Stauffacher writes 

about how a wild tomboy from the city 
became the greatest female tennis player in 
the world.

Growing up in Harlem, a poor 
neighborhood in New York City, Althea 
Gibson only cared about playing games 
like stickball, basketball, and paddle 
tennis. Because she didn’t care what 
people thought and didn’t like being told 
how to act, people often said that Althea 
was nothing but trouble. 

When a play leader, Buddy Walker, 
discovered how well Althea played paddle 
tennis in the street, things began to change. 
Although he could barely afford it, Buddy 
bought Althea a used tennis racket. Then 
Buddy and a club member, Juan Serrell, 
made it possible for Althea to join a  
tennis club. 

At the tennis club, a one-armed tennis 
pro, Fred Johnson, worked with Althea to 
improve her tennis game, and Mrs. Rhoda 

Smith bought Althea her first tennis outfit. 
Still, Althea often lost her temper and 
showed poor sportsmanship on the court. 
People continued to say she was nothing 
but trouble. But again, with Buddy’s 
help, Althea learned to stay calm and be 
polite. Soon she was winning major tennis 
tournaments. In time, Althea became the 
first African American, man or woman, 
to compete and win the Wimbledon 
Cup, one of the highest honors in tennis. 
Throughout her life, Althea never stopped 
thanking the people who helped her turn 
her life around.

I think the message that the author 
wants readers to know is that when people 
care enough to help us, we can change our 
lives and achieve our dreams. I enjoyed 
this book because it gave funny examples 
of why Althea was nothing but trouble. 
Also, it was interesting to learn how 
Althea completely changed from a wild 
tomboy to a polite, world-class athlete.

 1. Reread the book review. What is the title of the book? Who is the author?

 2. Does this book review make you want to read the book? Explain.

Turn Your Life Around
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Jim Thorpe’s Path

Vocabulary
Directions Choose the word from the box that best matches each definition. Write the 
word on the line.

____________________  1. the people of any particular  
time or place 

____________________  2. a building with many rooms  
in which people sleep

____________________  3. power to withstand hard wear

____________________  4. done with the hands

____________________  5. land set aside by the  
government for a special  
purpose

Directions Choose the word from the box that best completes each sentence. Write the 
word on the line shown to the left.

____________________  6. Because I attended ___, I spent long stretches of time 
away from home. 

____________________  7. Cars have either a ___ or an automatic transmission.

____________________  8. You have to have a lot of ___ to run marathons.

____________________  9. Years ago, the rules of ___ were very strict.

____________________  10. At college, Janet enjoyed living in a ____.

Write a Description
Write a description of how a boarding school might be different from your present 
school. Use as many vocabulary words as you can.

Home Activity Your child identified and used vocabulary words from Jim Thorpe’s Bright Path. Together, 
make up your own fill-in-the-blank sentences (like those that appear in the second activity), using the 
vocabulary words from the selection.

Check the Words  
You Know

boarding 
school

dormitory
endurance
manual
reservation
society
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  Conventions Capitalization and Abbreviations 399

Home Activity Your child learned about capitalization. Write the addresses of three of your family’s 
friends or relatives, leaving out all capital letters. Have your child rewrite the addresses and add the 
capital letters.

Capitalization and Abbreviations
Here are some rules for CAPITALIZING proper nouns.
s� #APITALIZE�THE�FIRST�WORD�AND�EVERY�IMPORTANT�WORD�OF�A�PROPER�NOUN��0ROPER�NOUNS� 
� NAME�PARTICULAR�PERSONS��PLACES��OR�THINGS��.AMES�OF�MAGAZINES��NEWSPAPERS�� 
� WORKS�OF�ART��MUSICAL�COMPOSITIONS��AND�ORGANIZATIONS�ARE�PROPER�NOUNS� 
   *IM�4HORPE� � 0ro &OOTBALL�(all of &ame  0EOPLE 7EEKLY
   .EW 9ORK 4IMES� � THE�-ONA ,ISA  3WAN ,AKE  3IERRA�#LUB
s� #APITALIZE�THE�FIRST�LETTER�OF�AN�ABBREVIATION��#APITALIZE�BOTH�LETTERS�IN�A�STATE� 
� POSTAL�ABBREVIATION� 
� � � ����4OPEKA�!VE�� � &ARGO��.$
s� #APITALIZE�DAYS�OF�THE�WEEK��MONTHS�OF�THE�YEAR��AND�HOLIDAYS� 
   -ONDAY� � .OVEMBER� � -EMORIAL�$AY
s� #APITALIZE�TITLES�THAT�ARE�USED�BEFORE�PEOPLE�S�NAMES� 
   #OACH�AND�-RS��7ARNER�ASKED�US�TO�COME�TO�THEIR�HOUSE�
s� #APITALIZE�THE�FIRST�WORD�IN�A�DIRECT�QUOTATION�
   “4HE�FOOTBALL�GAME�WAS�SO�EXCITING�v�SHE�SAID�

$IRECTIONS� 2EWRITE�EACH�SENTENCE��5SE�CORRECT�CAPITALIZATION�

���� 4HAT�LETTER�GOES�TO�THE�UNITED�STATES�INDIAN�INDUSTRIAL�SCHOOL�IN�CARLISLE��PA�

���� (E�COMPETED�AT�THE�SUMMER�OLYMPICS�IN�SWEDEN�

$IRECTIONS� 7RITE�#�IF�THE�GROUP�OF�WORDS�IS�CAPITALIZED�CORRECTLY��)F�THE�GROUP�OF�
WORDS�IS�CAPITALIZED�INCORRECTLY��REWRITE�IT�USING�CORRECT�CAPITALIZATION�

� ��� 3TOCKHOLM�IN�SWEDEN�

� ��� .ATIONAL�&OOTBALL�LEAGUE�
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Jim Thorpe’s Path

EgZ[^mZh�b^h"!�cdc"!�gZ"!�egZ"

-ISSING�7ORDS Write the list word that best completes each sentence.

� �� Textbooks and biographies are examples of ____ books.

� �� To avoid standing in line, we ____ for our movie tickets.

� �� My friends from kindergarten and I got together for a ____.

� �� My suitcase was too full to close so I had to ____ it.

� �� The forward got the ____ and made a basket.

� �� The trip from Atlanta to Seattle was a direct, ____ flight.

� �� The eye doctor had to ____ my glasses because they didn’t fit.

� �� We ____ much of our food to save time.

� �� It is hard to make friends if you ____ people.

���� A ____ pan is easy to clean.

���� When boating, you should wear a life preserver as a ____.

���� There was a ____ in last week’s magazine.

!NTONYMS Write the list word that has the opposite meaning.

���� find

���� luck

���� truth

���� add

���� relapse

���� reopen

���� obedience

���� money-making 

HeZaa^c\�LdgYh
misplace
remove
misbehavior
readjust

nonsense
precook
reunion
misprint

prepay
nonstop
nonfiction
nonprofit

repack
recover
rebound
nonstick

misfortune
reseal
prejudge
precaution

� �� ___________

 �� ___________

� �� ___________

 �� ___________

� �� ___________

 �� ___________

 �� ___________

 �� ___________

 �� ___________

 ��� ___________

 ��� ___________

 ��� ___________

���� ______________

 ��� ______________

 ��� ______________

 ��� ______________

���� ______________

���� ______________

���� ______________

���� ______________

400 Spelling 
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Home Activity Your child identified the correct meaning of multiple-meaning words as they were used in a 
short passage. Write down a list of multiple-meaning words. Take turns acting out and guessing the different 
meanings of the words.

Vocabulary�t�Multiple-Meaning Words
� r�Multiple-meaning words are words that have more than one meaning.

� r� %JDUJPOBSJFT�QSPWJEF�BMQIBCFUJDBM�MJTUT�PG�XPSET�BOE�UIFJS�NFBOJOHT��8IJMF�SFBEJOH
�B�
reader may come across unfamiliar words, or familiar words used in unfamiliar ways. If 
this happens, use a dictionary or glossary to find the meaning.

Directions Read the following passage. Then answer the questions below, using a 
dictionary or glossary.

Since there was no school on Leslie’s 
reservation, she attended a boarding 

school. Leslie was glad to go away to 
school, because otherwise she must get 
a job like her brothers. They earned their 
living doing manual labor, but Leslie was 
not particularly good with her hands.

At school every spring, Leslie played 
tennis. All year she looked forward to 
picking up a tennis racket. During bad 
weather, she even practiced hitting a ball 
against the walls of her small dormitory 
room. Leslie had big goals in life. She 
wanted to be a professional tennis player.

 1. What is the meaning of reservation as it is used in the story?

 2. What is the meaning of manual as it is used in the passage? What is another 
meaning for this word?

 3. What meaning of goals makes sense in this story?

 4. In this passage, what is the meaning of the word racket?

 5. Choose a word with multiple meanings from the story. Write a sentence using the 
word in a different way from the way it is used in the passage.

����������?27.?��������� ��������������������!-
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  Research and Study Skills 403

Magazines/Periodicals
� r� "�periodical is a publication printed at regular times, such as every week or every 

NPOUI��"�magazine is a type of periodical. Magazines contain a variety of articles, 
including news stories, feature stories, editorials, and regular opinion columns, as well 
as advertisements. 

� r� .PTU�NBHB[JOFT�PSHBOJ[F�BSUJDMFT�CZ�PSEFS�PG�JOUFSFTU��5IFZ�QSFTFOU�JNQPSUBOU�PS�IJHI�
JOUFSFTU�TUPSJFT�GJSTU��"�NBHB[JOF�T�UBCMF�PG�DPOUFOUT�MJTUT�UIF�WBSJPVT�BSUJDMFT�JU�DPOUBJOT��

� r� .PTU�NBHB[JOF�BSUJDMFT�GPMMPX�UIF��8T�BOE�)�GPSNBU�UIBU�JT
�UIF�SFBEFS�MFBSOT�UIF�
8IP �8IBU �8IFO �8IFSF �8IZ �BOE�)PX �PG�B�UPQJD�

Directions Read the magazine article below. Then answer the questions on the  
next page.

INTERVIEWS

The Secret of Williamson’s Success  
by R. L. Dawson

Every time I sit down to write this 
monthly column, I find that I am 
pleasantly surprised by the character of the 
people in sports.

This month I had the chance to 
interview Bobby Edstrom, who plays 
for the Meadow College Tigers. Bobby 
is a football player who stands six 
feet five inches tall and weighs three 
hundred pounds. When you see him, you 
automatically think that if you offended 
him, he could stomp all over you in two 
seconds flat. 

We sat down in his coach’s office to 
talk. It was the beginning of training in 
the late days of summer. He was wearing 
a Tigers T-shirt and jeans. He looked very 
comfortable and welcoming. Suddenly I 
didn’t feel so nervous anymore. I began by 
asking him about his background and how 
he got to be such a good football player. I 
was amazed at his answer. 

You see, I thought Bobby was one of 
those “natural athletes”—the ones who 
are stars from their earliest days on the 
playground. That was not the case with 
Bobby. He struggled in high school. 
He almost did not make the team his 
sophomore year. 

When I asked him how he got to where 
he is today, he said two words: “Coach 
Williamson.” Bobby Edstrom’s high 
school coach, Leonard Williamson, told 
him that practicing hard, even when you 
are struggling, can get you to where you 
want to be. This coach encouraged Bobby 
every step of the way. He never allowed 
Bobby to think that he could not achieve 
his goals. A tear came to Bobby’s eye 
as he talked about his coach. I asked if 
Bobby had ever had a chance to thank his 
coach, and he said that he hadn’t. Coach 
Williamson had moved away from town, 
and Bobby lost contact with him. 

Well, Bobby, chances are that Coach 
Williamson will read this column. I think 
that you can consider this a sincere, if 
overdue, thank-you card to an important 
and inspiring teacher. 
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Jim Thorpe’s Path

 1. What is the title or headline of this article?

 2. Who wrote this article?

 3.  In what part or section of the magazine does this article appear?

 4. What kind of article is this selection? How do you know?

 5. Who is the “who” in this article?

 6. What is the “what” in this article?

 7. In what kind of magazine might this article appear?

 8. How is this article different from an article reporting on recent football scores?

 9. Do you think this interview would appear before or after news stories? Why?

 10. Why do you think the title of the article is “The Secret of Williamson’s Success” 
even though the interview is with Bobby Edstrom?

Home Activity Your child read and analyzed a magazine article. Together, examine the cover of a magazine. 
Invite your child to predict the content of the magazine’s articles based on the information and graphics on 
the cover. Make another prediction based on the table of contents. Finally, browse through the magazine 
together to confirm predictions.
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EgZ[^mZh�b^h"!�cdc"!�gZ"!�egZ"
0ROOFREAD�2ULES All the rules, except the last rule, give bad 
advice and should not be followed! Circle six words that are 
misspelled. Write the words correctly. Write the sentence that  
has an incorrect pronoun correctly.

Misplace your homework so you can’t find it.
Always prejuge people so they’ll be mad at you.
Talk non stop about something boring for hours.
Open envelopes and then resel it.
Tell everyone that you’re having a reunion and 
don’t go.
Reajust the volume on the radio to wake 
everyone up.
Beleve everything you see on television.
Make sure you know that everything on this list 
is nosense.

 �� _______________ �� _______________

 �� _______________ �� _______________

 �� _______________ �� _______________

 �� ________________________________________________

0ROOFREAD�7ORDS Circle the correct spelling. Write the  
correct word.

 �� non profit non-profet  nonprofit

 �� precook pre-cook  pre cook

 ��� misfortuun misfortune  misfortoon

 ��� rekover recovar  recover

 ��� precaution pre caution  precation

HeZaa^c\�LdgYh

;gZfjZcian�
B^hheZaaZY�
LdgYh

 believe
 watch

misplace
nonsense
prepay
repack
misfortune
remove
precook
nonstop
recover
reseal

misbehavior
reunion
nonfiction
rebound
prejudge
readjust
misprint 
nonprofit
nonstick
precaution

��� _____________

��� _____________

 ��� _____________

 ��� _____________

 ��� _____________

HeZaa^c\�LdgYh
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Home Activity Your child prepared for taking tests on capitalization. Have your child address an envelope 
to someone you know and check to see that he or she uses correct capitalization.

406 Conventions Capitalization and Abbreviations 

Capitalization and Abbreviations
Directions Read the passage. Then read each question. Circle the letter of the 
correct answer.

Jim Thorpe, Pennsylvania
(1) There is a town called jim thorpe, PA. (2) It is named in honor of the great 

athlete. (3) You can visit it and stay in Jim Thorpe’s national register historic district. 
(4) There is an inn at 24 north broadway. (5) The “Greatest athlete in the world” is 
buried on the east side of town.

 1  What change, if any, should be made in 
sentence 1? 

 A Change jim thorpe, PA to Jim 
Thorpe, PA. 

 B Change jim thorpe, PA to Jim 
Thorpe, pa.

 C Change jim thorpe, PA to Jim 
Thorpe, pennsylvania.

 D Make no change.

 2 What change, if any, should be made in 
sentence 3?

 A Change national register historic 
district to National Register historic 
district.

 B Change national register historic 
district to national register Historic 
District.

 C Change national register historic 
district to National Register Historic 
District.

 D Make no change.

 3 What change, if any, should be made in 
sentence 4?

 A Change north broadway to North 
Broadway.

 B Change north broadway to n. 
Broadway.

 C Change north broadway to north 
Broadway.

 D Make no change.

 4 What change, if any, should be made in 
sentence 5? 

 A Change “Greatest athlete in the 
world” to “greatest athlete in the 
world.” 

 B Change “Greatest athlete in the 
world” to “greatest Athlete in the 
World.”

 C Change “Greatest athlete in the 
world” to “Greatest Athlete in the 
World.”

 D Make no change. 

Jim Thorpe’s Path
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