» NGKIDS is on board a 24-m-long .
@ replica longship - called Aslak - Thelarge square sailvas NAVIGATION!
and we're exhausted. We're rowing : . Longships were also called The Vikings used the Sun, Moon and stars
the vessel across Roskilde Fjord, trying to UELR S S SEA B filalr A ¢ = As many as 80 oarsmen dragonships because some to help ggide them across the oceans.

; . NFilia ! threatening! It was lowered \ would be onboard the h i
ad a ferocious dragon carved
time our strokes with those of our'Viking e e T ererSr oG] J longships, ready to row - and onto their prow (frc?nt). The But they also followed the movements of

companions, so the ship moves effortlessly ) . animals — in particular marine mammals
through the water. It's hard work, but and to protect it during battles. . Pt = Y e decoration was designed to schools ofﬁs% and seabirds. They knew,
heaps of fun.“Stop rowing!” shouts our ) scare off sea monsters! for example, that fulmars (below) head

captain Tonny Andersen, from Denmark’s ) - o , 7 ashore at night — clever or what?!
Maritime Research Centre. We slide our -

wooden oars back into the ship, trying to
avoid getting splinters in our fingers. Then RS PNRIINTARE
Tonny hoists the large sail and the wind  RSIRIN[SWAA

takes charge. Before we know it we're stored at the stern :
hurtling along at more than eight knots - [FIREFINTRTNNTNTS
nearly 15kmph. It's breathtaking! \ «
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build speedy ships
like this was the
secret to the Vikings
success —along with
- their impressive

sailing skills.

The vessels were WRECK IT!

perfectly designed One of the best pla;es to see t.he.: wreclfs
for surprise attacks. of actual longships is at The Viking Ship
Let's take a Museum in Roskilde, Denmark. In 1962,
closer look... five 1,000-year-old Viking ships were

. — ; 4 A discovered at the bottom of Roskilde Fjord.
" : . 7 2 - R A \ It appears the Vikings deliberately sunk
FIGHTING FAR AWAY P e s them to create a blockage and prevent
Danish Vikings first invaded Britain in \ ‘ ?Eigzt:f,ﬁ ?oﬁ:giﬁéovglcfg&:ﬁcﬁ:fgﬁﬂ the
719=f3ADI'I rullnghpaﬁs rc])fC EnglandBon ar:\d ' y thousands of pieces. But these fragments
g vyeh \l/nl;cp the I t .Ier(;turyllé ut the ‘ were painstakingly reassembled - and
Ganls i In%s Ia SIO Sgl e dt‘oh :’/al?ce, { \ AN TTC 70 O/ Ve / visitors can now see two trading vessels,
ermany and Italy. Swedish Vikings X 7 ; - y - =< a 30m warship for international raiding, a

headed east, sailing down rivers into ) } _ \CA N )= L A :
Russia and into Turkey. Norwegian \ , ' \ S e ey o 17m warship and a fishing boat. Cool!

Vikings reached Scotland, Ireland, \ Y : = ~ V= 1) 7 4 ~ ; ; :
. \ ‘ ; 5 3 ; = £ ) > This\wreckiwas pieced
Iceland, Greenland and North America. i< \ . Lo o ,
) : ‘ WA We: to_ggther like a/jigsaw!
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The ship’s keel (a bit like a spine)
was made from a single piece
of wood. This stopped the boat
rolling from side to side and
meant it was faster across the
water-up to 15 knots (28kmph)!

The ships were steered by a

large oar at the rear, fixed to the
ship’s right-hand side. This oar
gave us the word ‘starboard;
meaning the right-hand side of
a ship.Styra’is Norse for ‘steer".
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Up to 37m long and 3m wide,
3 . Viking longships were clinker-
SR R T TG e e LOS%Shl".pS v;:ere Shalgm;‘fd built, meaning they had a very
oars would be used by the men Warriors kept their shields Storage chests Ll §>|’ CO(;‘ glide strong hull (body) made of

to row the ship out of port or in racks on the outside of the onboard the vessel gp rl\ll‘ers a?h - for: S [T @ O Turn over to find out
power through the ocean when ships, helping to protect were used as seats : elac esh— < Eer itc "na%’ fastened together by iron rivets.

the wind had dropped. They also them from the waves. for the warriors. 0 launch sneaky attacks:
enabled them to row up rivers.

about the Viking gods...
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