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Manta Ray (Hāhālua)

Inside this packet you will find:

Fun Tail Facts:
• Manta rays have harmless, long, whip-like tails that luckily don’t have the 

poisonous stinger found on many sting ray tails!
• Manta rays tails are long and thin, although shorter than their bodies, and is 

somewhat flattened.

Created through cooperation with:  



• Coloring Pages

• Fun Facts

• Craft Projects

• Draw the Habitat

• Word Search

• Video Links
• HSPLS Tails and Tales with NOAA Video Playlist: 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLwp9id7RKgdUumVhHALrcregu

MYTfJPeQ

• Weird Animals: Manta Ray: 

https://oceantoday.noaa.gov/weirdanimals_mantaray/

• And More!
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MANTA RAYS
• Some manta rays can reach a weight of 3,000 pounds.

• The manta ray can live as long as 50 years.

• The giant manta ray has the largest brain of any fish.

• Manta rays average wing span is 15 feet but can be as large as 29 feet!

• The manta ray is a filter feeder that can sieve billions of plankton out of the water 

with their giant “vacuum-like” mouths.

• When baby manta rays are born, they look like a rolled-up burrito. 

• Manta rays are very smart and can recognize themselves in a mirror!

• Manta rays are found all across the world in tropical and warm temperature 

oceans.

• The unique spot pattern on the underside of a manta ray are just like a human 

fingerprint!

• A manta ray has about 300 tiny, peg-like teeth (about the size of the head of a 

pin!) in their mouths but they’re not used for chewing food.

• Manta rays can sometimes be spotted leaping out of the water and when they do, 

they look like they are flying!

• At birth, a baby manta ray already has a wing span between 4 and 6 feet.

• Manta rays don’t have skeletons made of bones; it is all made up of lightweight 

cartilage!



CRAFT PROJECT
Manta Rays

Manta Rays are a 
flat animal with 
big eyes and a 
long tail. This first 
manta ray is made 
from a paper plate 
with a cut out 
section for the 
mouth and added 
eyes and a tail.  
The yellow 
example is made 
from a folded 
piece of paper.  
See the following 
page for the 
directions on how 
to cut this pattern.  
Be creative, how 
many kinds of 
rays can you 
make?



Manta Ray Pattern
• Take a piece of paper and fold in half.
• Cut out the pattern and trace it onto the 

folded piece of paper
• Make sure you place the folded edge of the 

pattern is on the folded edge of the paper.
• Cut on the lines that say cut.
• Decorate your manta ray, add eyes and a 

tail
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Manta Ray Word Search
Circle the words in the puzzle below!
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18  Spiny lobster, Panulirus m
arginatus

19  Pearl oyster, Pinctada m
argaritifera

20  Convict surgeonfish, Acanthurus triostegus
21  Big-scale solidierfish,  M

yripristis berndti
22  Spectacled parrotfish, Chlororus perspicillatus
23  Triton’s trum

pet, Charonia tritonis
24  W

hitesaddle goatfish, Parupeneus porphyreus 
25  Table coral, Acropora cytherea
26  Tiger shark, G

aleocerdo cuvier
27  G

reen sea turtle, Chelonia m
ydas

28  M
asked angelfish, G

enicanthus personatus
29  D

ragon m
oray, Enchelycore pardalis

30  Japanese angelfish, Centropyge interrupta

31  Lobe coral, Porites lobata
32  G

alapagos shark, Carcharhinus galapagensis
33  Blue goatfish, Parupeneus cyclostom

us
34  Red-footed booby, Sula sula rubripes
35  Flying fish, Exocoetus volitans
36  Bluefin trevally, Caranx m

elam
pygus

37  H
aw

aiian m
onk seal, M

onachus schauinslandi
38  Bonefish, Albula glossodonta 
39  G

ray chub, Kyphosus bigibbus 
40  Threadfin, Polydactylus sexfilis 
41  H

aw
aiian cleaner w
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42  Laysan albatross, Phoebastria im

m
utabilis  
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2I¿FH�RI�1DWLRQDO�0DULQH�6DQFWXDULHVHawaiian Islands 1DWLRQDO�2FHDQLF�DQG�$WPRVSKHULF�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ

Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National Marine Sanctuary         Humpback Whale 

A Special Place 
Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National Marine Sanctuary protects one of 
the world’s most important humpback whale habitats. Between November and 
$SULO��PRUH�WKDQ�KDOI�RI�WKH�1RUWK�3DFL¿F�KXPSEDFN�ZKDOH�SRSXODWLRQ�UHWXUQV 
here to mate, give birth, and nurse their young. The sanctuary is co-managed 
E\�12$$¶V�2I¿FH�RI�1DWLRQDO�0DULQH�6DQFWXDULHV�DQG�WKH�6WDWH�RI�+DZDLL¶V 
Department of Land and Natural Resources. 
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7KH�VDQFWXDU\�SURWHFWV�KXPSEDFN�ZKDOHV�DQG�WKHLU�KDELWDW�E\�ZRUNLQJ 
ZLWK�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�WR�UHGXFH�KDUPIXO�LPSDFWV�DQG�PRQLWRU�WKHLU�KHDOWK� 

6DQFWXDU\�SURJUDPV�IRFXV�RQ�HGXFDWLQJ�WKH�SXEOLF�DERXW�KXPSEDFN 
ZKDOHV�LQ�+DZDLµL�DQG�RWKHU�RFHDQ�OLIH� 

7KH�VDQFWXDU\�HQKDQFHV�DZDUHQHVV�RI�1DWLYH�+DZDLLDQ�FXOWXUH�DQG�
LWV�YDOXHV�WR�SURWHFW�KXPSEDFN�ZKDOHV�DQG�WKH�PDULQH�OLIH�RI�+DZDLµL� 

5HVHDUFK�LV�FRQGXFWHG�E\�WKH�VDQFWXDU\�DQG�LWV�SDUWQHUV�WR�
EURDGHQ�WKH�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�DQG�SURWHFWLRQ�RI�KXPSEDFN�ZKDOHV� 

Background photo: Jason Moore/NOAA, under NOAA Permit #15240 
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To Learn More 
6WRS�E\�RXU�YLVLWRU�FHQWHUV�WR�OHDUQ�PRUH�DERXW�+DZDLދL�DQG�LWV�XQLTXH�PDULQH�HQYLURQPHQW��LWV�FXOWXUDO�
VLJQL¿FDQFH��DQG�KRZ�\RXU�QDWLRQDO�PDULQH�VDQFWXDU\�DQG�PDULQH�QDWLRQDO�PRQXPHQW�DUH�SURWHFWLQJ�
these extremely important areas. 

Sanctuary Visitor Center 
7KH�VFHQLF�EHDFKIURQW�YLVLWRU�FHQWHU�LQ�.ƯKHL 
RQ�0DXL�SURYLGHV�D�XQLTXH�VHWWLQJ�WR�OHDUQ 
about the sanctuary. Volunteer docents share 
knowledge about the marine environment. 

Kalepolepo Fishpond 
One of Maui’s last remaining Native Hawaiian 
¿VKSRQGV�LV�ORFDWHG�LQ�IURQW�RI�WKH�VDQFWXDU\�
visitor center. Tours are offered by reservation. P
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0RNXSƗSDSD�Discovery Center 
+RXVHG�LQ�+LOR¶V�KLVWRULF��FHQWXU\�ROG�.RHKQHQ�%XLOGLQJ��0RNXSƗSDSD 
IHDWXUHV�WKH�XQLTXH�JHRJUDSK\��UHVRXUFHV��DQG�FXOWXUDO�FRQQHFWLRQV�RI 
3DSDKƗQDXPRNXƗNHD�0DULQH�1DWLRQDO�0RQXPHQW��7KH�FHQWHU�IHDWXUHV�D 
������JDOORQ�VDOWZDWHU�DTXDULXP��LQWHUDFWLYH�HGXFDWLRQDO�H[KLELWV��OLIH�VL]H 
models of wildlife found in the Northwestern and main Hawaiian Islands, 
and artwork inspired by those islands and Hawaiian culture. 

Snorkeling
and Diving 
&RUDO�UHHIV�LQ�VDQFWXDU\ 
ZDWHUV�DUH�VRPH�RI 
WKH�EHVW�SODFHV�WR�EH 
LPPHUVHG�DPRQJ�VHD 
OLIH��<RX�PD\�HYHQ�KHDU 
KXPSEDFN�ZKDOHV�VLQJ� 

6XU¿QJ 
+DZDLµL�LV�D�\HDU�URXQG 
VXU¿QJ�GHVWLQDWLRQ�IRU 
EHJLQQHUV�DQG�YHWHUDQ 
VXUIHUV��:KLOH�VXU¿QJ� 
DOZD\V�EH�FDXWLRXV�RI 
VXEPHUJHG�URFNV�DQG 
SRZHUIXO�ZDYHV� 

Ocean Etiquette 
� .HHS�\RXU�GLVWDQFH�DQG�ZDWFK�TXLHWO\ 
� 'RQ¶W�IHHG�ZLOGOLIH 
� .HHS�SHWV�RQ�OHDVK 
� 'LVSRVH�RI�WUDVK�SURSHUO\ 

Wildlife Viewing 

+DZDLދL�PDULQH�HQYLURQPHQWV�QXUWXUH�PDQ\ 
PDULQH�VSHFLHV�EH\RQG�KXPSEDFN�ZKDOHV��
,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�ODUJH�DQLPDOV��+DZDLLDQ�ZDWHUV�
DUH�DOVR�KRPH�WR�LPSRUWDQW�FRUDO�UHHIV��ZKLFK 

VXVWDLQ�WKRXVDQGV�RI�PDULQH�SODQWV�DQG�DQLPDOV��([WHQVLYH�FRUDO 
UHHI�FRORQLHV�DUH�DOVR�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�UHPRWH�3DSDKƗQDXPRNXƗNHD 
0DULQH�1DWLRQDO�0RQXPHQW��7KLV�YDVW�DUHD�VXSSRUWV�D�G\QDPLF 
KDELWDW�FRQWDLQLQJ�DQ�LQFUHGLEOH�GLYHUVLW\�RI�FRUDO��¿VK��ELUGV� 
PDULQH�PDPPDOV��DQG�RWKHU�ÀRUD�DQG�IDXQD��PDQ\�RI�ZKLFK 
DUH�XQLTXH�WR�WKH�+DZDLLDQ�,VODQG�FKDLQ��+DZDLLDQ�PDULQH�ZLOGOLIH 
UHPDLQV�IUDJLOH�DQG�YXOQHUDEOH��&DUH�VKRXOG�EH�WDNHQ�ZKHQ�YLHZLQJ� 

Whales & Dolphins* 
� 2YHU����VSHFLHV�LQ�+DZDLLDQ�ZDWHUV 
� /RRN�IRU�VSRXWV�DQG�EUHDFKLQJ�
� *LYH�WKHP�VSDFH��GR�QRW�DSSURDFK 
� %HVW�VHHQ�IURP�ERDWV 

Hawaiian Monk Seals* 
� 2QO\�DERXW�������UHPDLQ�
� +DXO�RXW�RQ�EHDFKHV�WR�UHVW 
� )HHG�ERWK�GXULQJ�GD\�DQG�QLJKW 
� (QGHPLF���IRXQG�QRZKHUH�HOVH 

Sea Turtles* 
� *UHHQ�VHD�WXUWOHV�DUH�PRVW�FRPPRQ 
� 5HVW�RQ�VKRUH�GXULQJ�WKH�GD\ 
� 5HTXLUH�DLU�WR�EUHDWKH 
� 6ZLP�FORVH�WR�VKRUH 

Things to do 

Paddle Sports 
&DQRHV��ND\DNV��DQG 
VWDQG�XS�SDGGOHERDUGV 
SURYLGH�XQLTXH�RQ�ZDWHU 
H[SHULHQFHV��%XVLQHVVHV 
SURYLGH�UHQWDOV��OHVVRQV� 
DQG�WRXUV�IRU�SDGGOHUV�RI 
DOO�VNLOO�OHYHOV� 

Fishing 
:KHWKHU�IURP�VKRUH�RU 
FKDUWHU�¿VKLQJ�ERDW��WKHUH 
DUH�PDQ\�SODFHV�WR�¿VK 
LQ�WKH�VDQFWXDU\��3OHDVH 
IROORZ�DOO�UHJXODWLRQV�VR 
WKDW�IXWXUH�DQJOHUV�FDQ 
HQMR\�WKLV�DFWLYLW\� 

Boating 
:KHWKHU�E\�PRWRU�RU 
VDLO��ZKLOH�GHHS�VHD 
¿VKLQJ��ZLOGOLIH�RU�ZKDOH 
ZDWFKLQJ��\RX�DUH�DOPRVW 
JXDUDQWHHG�WR�KDYH�D 
ZRQGHUIXO�WLPH�LQ�WKH 
VDQFWXDU\� 

Whale Watching 
'XULQJ�WKH�ZLQWHU�DQG 
VSULQJ��KXPSEDFN�ZKDOHV 
DUH�HDVLO\�VHHQ�IURP 
VKRUH��0DQ\�FRPSDQLHV 
RIIHU�ZKDOH�ZDWFKLQJ 
WRXUV�WR�REVHUYH�ZKDOHV 
RQ�WKH�ZDWHU� 

Seabirds & Shorebirds* 
� 0RUH�WKDQ����VSHFLHV 
� )RUDJLQJ��EUHHGLQJ��QHVWLQJ�KDELWDWV 
� (QGHPLF��UHVLGHQW��PLJUDWRU\�VSHFLHV 
� 1HVW�LQ�FRDVWDO�DQG�XSODQG�DUHDV 

*These animals are protected under federal and state law. 
Photos (left to right): NOAA, under NOAA Permit #14097; Paul Wong/NOAA; Ed Lyman/NOAA; Paul Wong/NOAA; HIMB/NOAA, under NOAA Permit #14097; Ed Lyman/NOAA, under NOAA Permit #932-1905 

Protecting Humpback Whales 

)HGHUDO�DQG�VWDWH�UHJXODWLRQV�SURKLELW�DSSURDFKLQJ�KXPSEDFN�
ZKDOHV�E\�DQ\�PHDQV�ZLWKLQ�����\DUGV�RU�ZLWKLQ�������IHHW�ZKHQ�
RSHUDWLQJ�DQ�DLUFUDIW��,QWHUFHSWLRQ�RU�³OHDSIURJJLQJ´�LQWR�WKH�SDWK�RI�D�
KXPSEDFN�ZKDOH�LV�DOVR�SURKLELWHG� 
$OO�ZKDOHV��GROSKLQV��DQG�VHDOV�DUH�SURWHFWHG�XQGHU�WKH�0DULQH�
0DPPDO�3URWHFWLRQ�$FW��+XPSEDFN�ZKDOHV�DUH�DGGLWLRQDOO\�
SURWHFWHG�E\�+DZDLLDQ�,VODQGV�+XPSEDFN�:KDOH�1DWLRQDO�0DULQH�
6DQFWXDU\�UHJXODWLRQV�DQG�+DZDLµL�VWDWH�ODZ��6HH�12$$�UHJXODWLRQV��
���&)5�6HFWLRQV�����������������DQG����&)5��������� 
For more information: 

+DZDLLDQ�,VODQGV�+XPSEDFN�:KDOH�1DWLRQDO�0DULQH�6DQFWXDU\ 
����6RXWK�.ƯKHL�5RDG 
.ƯKHL��+DZDLµL� ����� 
3KRQH���������������� 
(PDLO��KLKXPSEDFNZKDOH#QRDD�JRY�

Volunteer 
7KH�VDQFWXDU\�QHHGV�
\RX��%H�D�YROXQWHHU�DQG�
SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�ZLOGOLIH�
PRQLWRULQJ��EHDFK�
FOHDQXSV��DQG�PRUH��
&RQWDFW�XV�WR�OHDUQ�
DERXW�JUHDW�RSSRUWXQLWLHV� 

Cultural 
Experiences 
/HDUQ�PRUH�DERXW�1DWLYH 
+DZDLLDQ�FXOWXUH��3DUWLFLSDWH 
LQ�FXOWXUDO�FDQRH�WRXUV� 
+DZDLLDQ�¿VKSRQG 
UHVWRUDWLRQ��DQG�+DZDLLDQ 
GDQFH�DQG�PXVLF�FODVVHV� 

Threats 
� +XPDQ�GLVWXUEDQFH 
� 0DULQH�GHEULV 
� &KDQJLQJ�RFHDQ�FRQGLWLRQV�
� )HUDO�DQG�LQYDVLYH�DQLPDOV 

hawaiihumpbackwhale.noaa.gov 


