Along the edge of the North
Sea you will find a country
whose seashore is dotted
with wooden windmills. Behind
the windmills in some of the
places you will often see
field after field of colorful
flowers named tulips. Most of
the tulips in the world come
from here. As you go along
the coast of the North Sea
keep your eyes open for a [Nifas C ESates i ; d = - _ i
castle or two that may be , | e, SN | . : N s 9
up to 1,000 years old. This s : : :
country is no bigger than the
state of Tennessee but has
also given us famous artists,
writers, musicians, engineers
and scientists. Welcome to
the Netherlands.

In the northern region of the Netherlands along the
North Sea is a region called Holland. Most of Holland
is below sea level. This means that the sea floods the |§
land and makes it unlivable. To make the land usable the
early Dutch people in Holland designed and built ways
to keep the sea away. Over 700 years ago engineers
helped build retaining walls called dikes. This helped
keep some of the water out and windmills were built to
pump the rest of the ocean water back out to sea.

Do you want to feel like
royalty? The Netherlands has
over 300 royal houses including
castles. Some were the main
home to royalty. Some were
summer houses and others were
fortresses built to keep the
raiders from other lands away.
The oldest castle also has the
oldest tree in the whole country.
The tree is almost 800 years old
and its trunk is 27 feet around.

There are many famous people
who are from the Netherlands.
The musical Van Halen family,
the artists Vincent Van Gogh
and Rembrandt and Anne
Frank all came from there.
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